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Curlous Ph in V. |
To the Editor of the Scient{flc American :

The following brief account of a recent strange me-
teorological occurrence may be of interest to your
renders as an addition to the list of electrical eccen-
tricities :

During the night of the 2i{th of October lnst, which
was rainy and temnpestuous, a family of nine persons,
sleeping ina hut a few leagues from Maracaibo, were
awakened by a loud humming noise and a vivid, daz-
zling light, which brilliantly illuminated the interior
of the house,

The occupants, completely terror stricken, and he-
lieving, as they relate, that the end of the world had
come, threw themselves on their knees and commenced
to pray, but their devotions were alinost Immedi-
ately interrupted by violent vomitings, and extensive
swellings commenced to appear in the upper part of
thelr bodles, this heing particularly noticenble about
the face and lips,

It is to be noted that the brilliant light was not
accompanied by a sensation of heat, although there
was a smoky appearanceand a peculiar smell.

The next morning the gwellings had subsided, leav-
ing upon the face nnd body large black blotches. No
speclal pain was felt until the ninth day, whoen the
skin peeled off. and these blotches were transformed .
into virulent raw sores,

The hair of the head fell off upon the side which
happened to he underneath when the phenomenon
occurred, the same side of the hody being, in all nine
cases, the more seriously injured,

The remarkable part of the oceurrence Is that the
house was uninjured, all doors and windows bhelng
closed at the time, .

No trace of lightning could afterward he obxarved
in any part of the building, and all the sufferers
unite in saying that there was no detonation, but
only the loud humming already wentioned,

Another curious attendant circimstance is that the
trees around the house showed no signs of jujury.
until the ninth day, when they suddenly withered,
almost simultaneously” with the development of the
sores upon the bodies of the ovenpants of the house,

This is perhaps a mere coincidence, but it is re-
markable that the samne susceptibility to electrical
effects, with the sawme lapse of thue, should be ob-
served in hoth anjmal and vegetabla organising,

I have visited the sufferers, who are now in one of
the hospitals of this city ; and although thelr appear-
ance is truly horrible, yet it Is hoped that in no case
will the injuries prove fatal. Wanygir CoOwaILL

U 8. Consulate, Maracaibo, Venezuela,

Novemnber 17, 1848,
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