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Intrinsic anomalous Hall conductivity in non-uniform electric field
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We study how the intrinsic anomalous Hall conductivity is modified in two-dimensional crystals
with broken time-reversal symmetry due to weak inhomogeneity of the applied electric field. Fo-
cusing on a clean non-interacting two-band system without band crossings, we derive the general
expression for the Hall conductivity at small finite wavevector q to order q2, which governs the Hall
response to the second gradient of the electric field. Using the Kubo formula, we show that the
answer can be expressed through the Berry curvature, Fubini-Study quantum metric, and the rank-3
symmetric tensor which is related to the quantum geometric connection and physically corresponds
to the gauge-invariant part of the third cumulant of the position operator. We further compare our
results with the predictions made within the semiclassical approach. By deriving the semiclassical
equations of motion, we reproduce the result obtained from the Kubo formula in some limits. We
also find, however, that the näıve semiclassical description in terms of the definite position and
momentum of the electron is not fully consistent because of singular terms originating from the
Heisenberg uncertainty principle.

Introduction. — One of the most spectacular mani-
festations of quantum mechanics in solids is the effect
of band geometry and topology on transport coefficients.
Examples include the anomalous Hall effect [1], Chern
insulators [2], topological insulators [3], and topological
semimetals [4]. Remarkably, some intriguing transport
properties of these materials can be solely explained by
the peculiarities of the band structure [5]. For instance,
the intrinsic anomalous Hall effect in magnetic materials
can be elegantly described in terms of the Berry curva-
ture on the Brillouin zone [1, 5–8]. Another interesting
example is the explanation of natural optical activity at
low frequencies, also known as gyrotropic magnetic effect,
via the intrinsic magnetic moment of the Bloch electrons
on the Fermi surface [9, 10].

Recently, attention has been drawn to the conduct-
ing properties of metals and insulators in an inhomoge-
neous electric field. One set of studies focused on the
momentum-dependent part of the Hall conductivity in
magnetic field and its profound connection to the Hall
viscosity in Galilean invariant systems [11–14]. More-
over, it was shown that the Hall viscosity determines the
size-dependent part of the Hall resistance and can be
used as an indication of the hydrodynamic flow of the
electron fluid [13, 14], which was recently probed exper-
imentally [15]. Other works studied the modifications of
the semiclassical equations of motion in inhomogeneous
field due to the non-zero Fubini-Study quantum metric
and the manifestation of these modifications in transport
and optical measurements [16, 17].

In this work, we study the intrinsic contribution to
the anomalous Hall current in non-uniform electric field.
Instead of external magnetic field, we assume that time-
reversal symmetry in a crystal is broken by, e.g., magnetic
order, leading to the finite Berry curvature. The correc-
tion due to the electric field inhomogeneity is captured

by the momentum dependence of the Hall conductivity,
which at small momenta q can be expanded as (choosing
vector q to be along the x−axis)

σAH(q) = σ
(0)
AH + q2σ

(2)
AH + . . . (1)

Here we explicitly defined the antisymmetric part of the
conductivity tensor as σAH(q) ≡ [σxy(q)−σyx(q)]/2, and
the subscript “AH” stands for “anomalous Hall”. We

calculate σ
(2)
AH for a generic clean two-dimensional two-

band system (without any external magnetic field) and
show that it is expressed through three gauge-invariant
objects defined on the Brillouin zone: Berry curvature,
quantum metric, and the fully symmetric rank-3 ten-
sor defined through the symplectic connection [18]. The
latter object determines the gauge-invariant part of the
third cumulant of the position operator (analogous to
how quantum metric determines the second cumulant of
the position operator) and was recently shown to enter
the answer for the shift photocurrent in Weyl semimet-
als [19, 20]. We assume that the two bands are separated
by a finite energy gap everywhere in the Brillouin zone.
We use the Kubo formula to obtain the most general mi-
croscopic answer.
We further compare our result with the answer ob-

tained within the semiclassical approach. To do that,
we derive the semiclassical equations of motion in a non-
uniform electric field up to the second order in the field
gradients. We find that semiclassics reproduces terms

defining σ
(2)
AH in the insulating regime in the limit when

the two bands are well separated. However, we also show
that the Heisenberg uncertainty principle does not al-
low for a reliable semiclassical description when dealing
with the second gradients of the electric field. In particu-
lar, we find that the equations of motion for the electron
wave packet contain some terms which formally become
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divergent in case when the wave packet is narrow in mo-
mentum space (i.e., corresponds to the state with a well-
defined momentum). The origin of these terms is clear:
semiclassical Boltzmann approach relies on the assump-
tion that the particles are described by the well-defined
momentum and coordinate, which is inherently incom-
patible with the basics of quantum mechanics. This con-
tradiction, however, does not cause any problems when
dealing with the uniform part of the electric field or with
its first gradient, and we also show that the semiclassics
well agrees with the Kubo formula in some limits once
these wavepacket-dependent terms are discarded.

Kubo formula result. — The most straightforward way
to calculate the intrinsic Hall conductivity from the mi-
croscopic band structure is to use the Kubo formula.
For simplicity, we consider generic two-band Hamilto-
nian Ĥ0(k) defined in the two-dimensional quasimo-
mentum space, which is diagonal in the basis of Bloch
wavefunctions |uV,C(k)〉 with the spectrum εV,C(k),

Ĥ0(k)|uV,C(k)〉 = εV,C(k)|uV,C(k)〉. Indices “V ” and
“C” stand for the “valence” and “conduction” band, re-

spectively.
The Hall conductivity is given by the antisym-

metric part of the conductivity tensor σαβ(iωn,q)
which is related to the current-current correlation
function, Kαβ(iωn,q) = 〈ĵα(iωn,q)ĵ

β(−iωn,−q)〉, as
σαβ(iωn,q) = −Kαβ(iωn,q)/ωn [21]. Strictly speaking,
the correlator Kαβ only describes the paramagnetic con-
tribution to conductivity and, in principle, the diamag-
netic term should also be included. The latter, however,
does not contribute to the (antisymmetric) Hall compo-
nent of conductivity and will be omitted hereafter.
We find that the simplest and most physically intu-

itive result is obtained in case when chemical potential
lies within the band gap, i.e., when the system is in
the insulating state. The uniform part of the anoma-
lous Hall conductivity is then quantized and given by

σ
(0)
AH = − e2

~

1
S

∑

k
Ωxy(k) = e2

h
C, where S is the total

area of the system, integer C is the Chern number, and
Ωij(k) = −2 Im〈∂ki

uV |∂kj
uV 〉 is the Berry curvature of

the valence band [1]. As for the q2 component of the
Hall conductivity, we find that in the static limit ω → 0
it equals to

σ
(2)
AH =

e2

2~

1

S

∑

k

gxxΩxy −
~

εC − εV

[

vCx − vV x

3

∂Ωxy

∂kx
+
vCx − vV x

2
Txxy −

vCy − vV y

2
Txxx

]

−
2~2vCxvV x

(εC − εV )2
Ωxy, (2)

where the summation is over the states in the completely
filled valence band and we fix our coordinate system
such that q is along the x−axis. We also suppressed the
indices k in the above expression for brevity. Band veloc-
ities vV (C) and the quantum metric tensor of the valence
band gij are defined as vV (C)i(k) = ∂ki

εV (C)(k)/~ and

gij(k) = Re
[

〈∂ki
uV |∂kj

uV 〉 − 〈∂ki
uV |uV 〉〈uV |∂kj

uV 〉
]

,
respectively. As is clear from Eq. (2), the answer for

σ
(2)
AH also contains the components of a fully symmetric

tensor

Tijl =
1

3
Im(cijl + cjli + clij), (3)

where

cijl = 〈uV |(∂ki
∂kj

PC)(∂kl
PC)|uV 〉 (4)

is the quantum geometric connection of the valence
band [20] and PC = |uC〉〈uC | = 1 − |uV 〉〈uV | is the
projector onto the conduction band. The real part of
the tensor cijl is identified with the Christoffel symbols,
while the imaginary part is known as the symplectic con-
nection [18] (also called symplectic Christoffel symbols
in Ref. [20]). All the geometric quantities that determine
the answer in Eq. (2), Ωij , gij , and Tijl, are invariant
under the gauge transformation |u(k)〉 → eiφk |u(k)〉.

Equation (2) is one of the main results of the present
work. We see that in case when the bandwidth is much
smaller than the band gap, i.e., when bands are nearly

flat, σ
(2)
AH is mainly determined by the first term, in-

volving product of the Berry phase Ωxy and quantum
metric gxx. That this term indeed dominates σAH in
this limit has been verified numerically for a Haldane
model with flattened bands [22]. This result can be qual-
itatively understood as follows. The size of the maxi-
mally localized Wannier orbital is known to be given by
the quantum metric tensor gij [23, 24]. The effective
electric field averaged over the size of the wave packet
that the particle experiences in a slowly varying elec-
tric field can be estimated as E(0) + [∂2E(0)/∂x2]gxx.
The correction to the anomalous velocity then equals
δvj ∼ δEiΩij ∼ (∂2Ei/∂x

2)gxxΩij , which in Fourier

space gives exactly σ
(2)
AH ∝ q2gxxΩxy.

Since the tensor Tijl is not well known in the con-
densed matter context, we briefly comment on the sig-
nificance of this object. Defined as the fully symmetric
part of the symplectic Christoffel symbols, Tijl encap-
sulates the additional geometric information about the
band structure that is not captured by either the Berry
curvature or quantum metric [25]. Physically, it deter-
mines the gauge-invariant part of the third cumulant
(skewness) of the position operator averaged over the
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electron configuration. This observation reconciles the
results of Refs. [19] and [20] which computed the circu-
lar shift photocurrent in topological semimetals and ex-
pressed the answers in terms of the third cumulant and
the symplectic Christoffel symbols, correspondingly. We
also note that the real part of the quantum geometric
connection, the Christoffel symbols, was shown to deter-
mine the linear shift photocurrent [20].
As an example, we consider the case of a massive

Dirac fermion described by the Hamiltonian Ĥ0(k) =
~vF (kxσx + kyσy) + ∆σz , where σi are Pauli matrices.
We find that its Hall conductivity is given by

σDirac
AH (q) ≈ −

e2

2h

(

1−
~
2v2F q

2

12∆2

)

. (5)

An extra prefactor 1/2 appears due to the fact that the
realistic band structure (e.g., a Haldane model) always
contains an even number of Dirac points. We further em-
phasize that this result as well as Eq. (2) are obtained for
a system with the chemical potential inside the band gap
(an insulator). In principle, one can generalize the answer
for a metallic system with the chemical potential residing
in a partially filled band. In this case, the final result also
contains the contributions from the vicinity of the Fermi
surface which are rather complicated and require extra
care. In particular, these contributions are very sensi-
tive to the order in which frequency ω and wavevector q
are taken to zero and demonstrate singular dependence
on the electron’s density in the clean limit. These and
related questions are discussed in more detail in the Sup-
plemental Materials [25].
It is known that, for the Galilean invariant quantum

Hall states, σ
(2)
AH is determined by the Hall viscosity at

large magnetic fields [11–13]. However, the direct com-
parison of our result for the anomalous Hall conductivity,
Eq. (2), and Hall viscosity for the lattice systems found
in Ref. [26] does not reveal any obvious connection be-
tween these two quantities. This is not surprising since
a generic crystal does not possess Galilean invariance.
Semiclassical description. — To get more intuition

about the answer obtained within the Kubo formula, we
now apply the semiclassical approach to the same prob-
lem. While we show that this approach is useful for ob-
taining certain insight into the origin of the most relevant
terms in some limits, it still has a number of limitation
which do not allow for an accurate quantitative descrip-
tion. The most restrictive limitation is imposed by the
uncertainty principle. This principle forbids a quantum
particle to have a definite position and momentum simul-
taneously, which, in turn, is the key assumption of the
semiclassical Boltzmann formalism.
We consider an electron moving in a periodic potential

of a lattice with the Hamiltonian Ĥ0 in an inhomogeneous
static electric field E(r) = −∇φ(r), such that the full
Hamiltonian is given by

Ĥ = Ĥ0 − eϕ(r̂). (6)

Hamiltonian Ĥ0(k) used in the Kubo-formula deriva-
tion is the second-quantized version of Ĥ0, written in
momentum space. In our further derivation, we closely
follow the approach of Ref. [16]. In particular, we as-
sume that the periodic part of the Hamiltonian (with-
out the electrostatic potential), Ĥ0, is diagonal in the
basis of the Bloch wavefunctions |ψk〉 = eik·r̂|u(k)〉,
Ĥ0|ψk〉 = εk|ψk〉, where ~k is quasimomentum and the
function uk(r) ≡ 〈r|u(k)〉 has the periodicity of the
crystal in real space, with the normalization condition
〈ψk′ |ψk〉 = δ(k − k′).
The goal now is to derive the corrections to the semi-

classical equations of motion due to the final gradients
of the electric field. More specifically, we are inter-
ested in the second gradient, which is equivalent to the
q2 term in the Hall conductivity calculated above. To
obtain the correction, we consider the dynamics of the
wave packet constructed of the states within the same
band and defined as |Ψ(t)〉 =

∫

dk a(k, t)|ψk〉. Within
this single-band approximation, the Schrödinger equa-
tion i~(∂/∂t)|Ψ(t)〉 = Ĥ|Ψ(t)〉 determines the dynamics
of a(k, t) as

i~
∂a(k, t)

∂t
= εka(k, t)− e

∫

dk′ a(k′, t)〈ψk|ϕ(r̂)|ψk′〉,

(7)
with the normalization condition

∫

dk|a(k, t)|2 = 1 [16].
To take into account weak inhomogeneity of the elec-

tric field, we expand the electrostatic potential near r = 0
as ϕ(r) = −Eµrµ−

1
2E

µνrµrν−
1
6E

µνξrµrνrξ−. . . , where
Eµνξ, Eµν , and Eµ are fully symmetric tensors that do
not depend on r, and the summation over the repeated
indices is implied. The electric field near r = 0 is then
given by Eµ(r) ≈ Eµ + Eµνrν + 1

2E
µνξrνrξ. The cor-

rection to the electron’s velocity proportional to Eµνξ

determines the q2 term in the Hall conductivity, σ
(2)
AH .

To derive the semiclassical expression for the wave
packet velocity, we define its position Rα(t) and momen-
tum Kα(t) as

Rα(t) ≡ 〈Ψ(t)|r̂α|Ψ(t)〉,

Kα(t) ≡ 〈Ψ(t)|k̂α|Ψ(t)〉, (8)

where ~k̂α is the quasimomentum operator satisfying
k̂α|ψk〉 = kα|ψk〉. Parameterizing function a(k, t) as
a(k, t) = |a(k, t)|e−iγ(k,t), one easily finds that

Rα(t) =

∫

dk R̃α(k, t)|a(k, t)|
2,

Kα(t) =

∫

dk kα|a(k, t)|
2, (9)
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with

R̃α(k, t) ≡
∂γ(k, t)

∂kα
+Aα(k), (10)

and Aα(k) = i〈u(k)|∂kα
u(k)〉 is the Berry connection.

If the wave packet is strongly peaked at momentum K,
|a(k, t)|2 ≈ δ(k−K), semiclassical coordinate of the wave
packet becomes simply Rα ≈ R̃α(K).
Thus far, our semiclassical analysis was similar to that

of Ref. [16]. In what follows, however, we are mostly
interested in the second-order gradient correction to the
semiclassical equations of motion which, to the best of
our knowledge, has never been studied before. Assum-
ing that the wavepacked is narrowly peaked in the mo-
mentum space, we find up to the order d2E(R)/dRµdRν

(equivalently, to the order Eµνξ):

K̇α(t) = −
e

~
Eα(R)−

e

2~
Eαµν [gµν(K) + fµν{|a(k, t)|}] ,

Ṙα(t) =
1

~

∂εk
∂kα

−
e

~
Eµ(R)Ωµα +

e

2~

∂Eµ(R)

∂Rν

∂gµν
∂Kα

−

−
e

6~
Eµνξ

(

3gµνΩξα −
∂Tµνξ
∂Kα

−
∂2Ωξα

∂Kµ∂Kν

)

−

−
e

2~
Eµνξ f̃µνξα {|a(k, t)|} , (11)

with functionals fµν and f̃µνξα given by

fµν{|a(k, t)|} ≡

∫

dk
∂|a(k, t)|

∂kµ

∂|a(k, t)|

∂kν
, (12)

f̃µνξα{|a(k, t)|} ≡

∫

dk
∂|a(k, t)|

∂kµ

∂|a(k, t)|

∂kν
Ωξα(k).

Equations (11) represent the second main result of
the present work. The derivation is straightforward but
tedious, so we delegate it to the Supplemental Materi-
als [25]. The first gradient correction, Eµν∂gµν/∂Kα,
has been obtained and discussed in Refs. [16, 17], and
our answer agrees with it. The second-order gradient
term containing Eµνξ is a new result that deserves fur-
ther discussion.
Within the kinetic equation approach, current density

equals jα = −(e/S)
∑

K
ṘαfK, where fK is the distri-

bution function. To the leading order, fK is given by
the Fermi-Dirac distribution, and the current is given by
−eṘα summed over the filled states, thus allowing for a
simple interpretation of all the terms in Eq. (11).
One can easily show that the term with gµνΩξα ex-

actly reproduces the first term in Eq. (2). The remain-
ing terms in Eq. (2) contain first or second powers of
the bandgap (εC − εV ) in the denominator and could in
principle be perturbatively captured by the semiclassical
approach [17, 27]; we, however, do not present such anal-
ysis in this work. Other two terms in Eq. (11) contain

full derivatives ∂Tµνξ/∂Kα and ∂2Ωξα/∂Kµ∂Kν , conse-
quently, their contribution to the current vanishes in the
case of a completely filled band, so they do not appear
in Eq. (2) [28].
Finally, there are terms fµν and f̃µνξα in Eq. (11)

which pose the main problem for the semiclassical de-
scription of the wave packet dynamics to the second or-
der in the electric field gradients. These terms are given
by Eq. (12) and are very non-universal in a sense that
they strongly depend on the shape of the wave packet,
i.e., function a(k, t). To estimate the magnitude of these
terms, we may assume that a(k, t) has form of the Gaus-
sian distribution with the width ∆k. It is clear then that
fµν ∝ 1/(∆k)2 and f̃µνξα ∝ Ωξα/(∆k)

2, thus diverging
as ∆k → 0, which corresponds to the limit of well-defined
quasiparticles in momentum space. These terms origi-
nate from the correlators 〈Ψ(t)|r̂µr̂ν |Ψ(t)〉 (and higher
moments) and clearly represent the Heisenberg uncer-
tainty principle, which implies that the wavefunctions
strongly localized in momentum space experience large
variation with the position. While this fundamental prin-
ciple is not an obstacle for the quaiclassical description
at the zeroth and first order in field gradients, it clearly
manifests itself at the second order. We see, however,
that once the terms fµν and f̃µνξα are neglected, our
semiclassical answer well agrees with the Kubo formula
calculation for an insulating case in the limit when the
band separation is much larger than the bandwidth.
It is also instructive to demonstrate an alternative

derivation of Eq. (11), which is less rigorous but more
physically intuitive. The first equation is simply the New-
ton’s law stating that the rate of the momentum change
equals the external force: ~K̇ = 〈Ψ(t)|E(r̂)|Ψ(t)〉. To de-
rive the second equation, we introduce the effective quasi-
particle energy εeff (R,K) = 〈Ψ(t)|Ĥ0 − eϕ(r̂)|Ψ(t)〉,
where ~K is the momentum of the wave packet. The
equation for the effective velocity then reads as ~Ṙα ≈
(∂εeff/∂Kα)− ~ΩαµK̇µ, while the Newton’s law can be

rewritten as ~K̇ ≈ −∂εeff/∂R [16]. It is straightforward
to check that the resulting equations are equivalent to
Eq. (11). The only subtle difference originates from the
singular terms analogous to Eq. (12), which we discuss
in more detail in the Supplemental Materials [25].
This approach has the further advantage of elucidating

the physical meaning and origin of different terms. For
example, the singular terms fµν and f̃µνξα originate from
the correlator 〈Ψ|r̂µr̂ν |Ψ〉, which determines the real-
space width of the state and appears in the expression for
~K̇. While these terms are singular for the wave packets
narrowly peaked in momentum space, they vanish in case
of maximally localized Wannier functions, |a(k)| = const.
In the latter case, the correlator can be roughly estimated
by the averaged quantum metric gµν [23, 24]. In fact,
there is a well-established procedure for how to define
the width in such a way that the corresponding cumu-
lant averaged over the filled band does not suffer from any
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divergencies and is given exactly by the quantum metric
averaged over the same filled band [29, 30]. If for some
reason further development of the semiclassical approach
is necessary, it seems likely that this approach would al-
low for a formulation which is free of any singularities and
completely agrees with the Kubo formula results found
in this work. Finally, when calculating εeff , we no-
tice that the tensor Tµνξ determines the gauge-invariant
part of the third cumulant of the position operator r̂,
Tµνξ ≈ 〈Ψ|δr̂µδr̂νδr̂ξ|Ψ〉g.-i., where δr̂µ ≡ r̂µ − 〈r̂µ〉 [25].

Conclusions. — In conclusion, we have calculated the
q2 correction to the intrinsic anomalous Hall conductiv-
ity in the inhomogeneous electric field in clean crystals
without time-reversal symmetry. To do that, we have ap-
plied the Kubo formula to a generic two-band model and
then compared the results with the predictions obtained
from the semiclassical approach. We showed that the two
approaches agree with each other in some limits once the
uncertainty principle limitations of the semiclassics are
neglected. As a next step, it would be interesting to re-
late the newly found q2 correction to the Hall current
to possible experiments revealing the hydrodynamics of
electrons in solids [31]. In particular, it is interesting to

study whether σ
(2)
AH determines the finite size correction

to the Hall resistivity in the crystals with broken time-
reversal symmetry, analogous to how the Hall viscosity
ηxy does it in the narrow channel or Corbino geometry
experiments in the Galilean-invariant systems in strong
external magnetic field [13, 14]. We leave the study of
these questions for future work.
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Supplemental Materials for “Intrinsic anomalous Hall conductivity in non-uniform
electric field”

This Supplemental Material consists of two section. In the first Section, we provide the details of the intrinsic Hall
conductivity calculation using the Kubo formula. The second Section is dedicated to the consideration within the
semiclassical approximation and comparison between the two approaches.

I. KUBO FORMULA CALCULATION

Conductivity in a clean non-interacting system is given by the Kubo formula σαβ(iωn,q) = −Kαβ(iωn,q)/ωn [21],

with the current-current correlation function Kαβ(iωn,q) = 〈ĵα(iωn,q)ĵ
β(−iωn,−q)〉 that equals to

Kαβ(iω,q) = −
1

S

∑

m,n,k

nF [εn(k)]− nF [εm(k+ q)]

εn(k) − εm(k+ q) + i~ω
Fnm
αβ (k,q), (S1)

where

Fnm
αβ (k,q) ≡ 〈un(k)|ĵ

α
k+ q

2

|um(k+ q)〉〈um(k+ q)|ĵβ
k+ q

2

|un(k)〉, ĵαk ≡
e

~

∂Ĥ0(k)

∂kα
. (S2)

Here εn(k) define the energy bands of the crystal, S is the total area of the system, and nF [ε] is the Fermi-Dirac
distribution function. An extra minus sign in Eq. (S1) comes from the fermion loop [21]. At zero temperature, nF [ε]
becomes simply the Heaviside step function, nF [ε] = Θ(εF − ε), where εF is the Fermi energy. We emphasize that
the correlator Kαβ(iω,q) only determines the paramagnetic contribution to the total current and, in principle, the
diamagnetic term should also be added. The latter, however, is purely symmetric; hence, it does not contribute
to the antisymmetric (Hall) part of conductivity and will be neglected hereafter. The summation over k should be
understood as 1

S

∑

k
→
∫

dk
(2π)2 .

We focus on a two-level system in two dimensions without band crossings and assume that the Fermi level resides
in the valence band for definiteness. Then, we separate the total response function into the sum of the interband and
intraband contributions, Kαβ(iω,q) = K inter

αβ (iω,q) +K intra
αβ (iω,q):

K inter
αβ (iω,q) = −

1

S

∑

k∈occ.

FV C
αβ (k,q)

εV (k)− εC(k+ q) + i~ω
+

FV C
βα (k,−q)

εV (k)− εC(k− q)− i~ω
,

K intra
αβ (iω,q) = −

1

S

∑

k∈occ.

FV V
αβ (k,q)

εV (k)− εV (k + q) + i~ω
+

FV V
βα (k,−q)

εV (k)− εV (k − q)− i~ω
, (S3)

where indices “V ” and “C” stand for “valence” and “conduction”, respectively, and the summation is over the
occupied states only. Below, we calculate these contributions separately, so the total Hall conductivity σAH(ω,q) ≡
[σxy(ω,q)− σyx(ω,q)]/2 is given by the sum σAH(ω,q) = σinter

AH (ω,q) + σintra
AH (ω,q). The subscript “AH” stands for

“anomalous Hall”.

http://dx.doi.org/ 10.1103/PhysRevB.79.045127
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevX.10.021005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.112.166601
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.1103/PhysRevB.62.1666
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.64.115202
https://arxiv.org/abs/2002.08976
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I.A Geometry of the band structure

Before continuing the calculation, we introduce the Berry curvature Ωαβ(k), quantum metric gαβ(k), and the (real)
symmetric rank-3 tensor Tαβγ(k) of the valence band as

Ωαβ(k) =
∂Aβ(k)

∂kα
−
∂Aα(k)

∂kβ
= i

(〈

∂uV (k)

∂kα

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂uV (k)

∂kβ

〉

−

〈

∂uV (k)

∂kβ

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂uV (k)

∂kα

〉)

= −2Im

〈

∂uV (k)

∂kα

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂uV (k)

∂kβ

〉

,

gαβ(k) =
1

2

{〈

∂uV (k)

∂kα

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂uV (k)

∂kβ

〉

−

〈

∂uV (k)

∂kα

∣

∣

∣

∣

uV (k)

〉〈

uV (k)

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂uV (k)

∂kβ

〉

+ (α ↔ β)

}

,

Tαβγ(k) ≡− (Aγgαβ +Aαgγβ +Aβgαγ)−AαAβAγ +
1

3

(

∂2Aγ

∂kβ∂kα
+

∂2Aα

∂kβ∂kγ
+

∂2Aβ

∂kγ∂kα

)

−

−
i

2

[

2

〈

uV

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂3uV
∂kα∂kβ∂kγ

〉

+
∂(gαβ +AαAβ)

∂kγ
+
∂(gαγ +AαAγ)

∂kβ
+
∂(gβγ +AβAγ)

∂kα

]

, (S4)

where we have also defined the Berry connection Aα(k) ≡ i
〈

uV (k)
∣

∣

∣

∂uV (k)
∂kα

〉

(again, we suppress argument k in the

expression for Tαβγ for brevity). All the quantities are calculated in the valence band since we assumed that the
Fermi energy lies within the valence band. We point out that Ωαβ , gαβ , and Tαβγ are invariant under the gauge
transformations |u(k)〉 → eiφk |u(k)〉. To emphasize this fact, we note that these quantities may be rewritten through
other gauge-invariant objects, quantum geometric tensor cαβ and the quantum geometric connection cαβγ :

cαβ = 〈uV |(∂kα
PC)(∂kβ

PC)|uV 〉, cαβγ = 〈uV |(∂kα
∂kβ

PC)(∂kγ
PC)|uV 〉, (S5)

where PC = |uC〉〈uC | = 1− |uV 〉〈uV | is the projector onto the conduction band. Then, it is straightforward to check
that

cαβ =

(

gαβ −
i

2
Ωαβ

)

, cαβγ = −i(Aαgβγ +Aβgαγ +Aγgαβ)−
1

2
(AαΩβγ +AβΩαγ −AγΩαβ) + i

∂2Aγ

∂kα∂kβ
+

+

〈

uV

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂3uV
∂kα∂kβ∂kγ

〉

+
∂

∂kβ

(

gαγ +AαAγ −
i

2
Ωαγ

)

+
∂

∂kα

(

gβγ +AβAγ −
i

2
Ωβγ

)

− iAαAβAγ −Aγ

∂Aβ

∂kα
, (S6)

so one easily finds

Ωαβ = −2 Im cαβ , gαβ = Re cαβ , Tαβγ =
1

3
Im (cαβγ + cβγα + cγαβ), (S7)

where in the last equality we also used

1

3
(cαβγ + cβγα + cγαβ) = iTαβγ +

1

6

(

∂gβγ
∂kα

+
∂gαγ
∂kβ

+
∂gαβ
∂kγ

)

. (S8)

The real part of cαβγ is related to the quantum metric as

Re cαβγ =
1

2

(

∂gβγ
∂kα

+
∂gαγ
∂kβ

−
∂gαβ
∂kγ

)

. (S9)

It is the same expression that gives the Christoffel symbols of the Levi-Civita connection in terms of the corre-
sponding metric. The geometric interpretation of the imaginary part of cαβγ follows from the identity ∂kγ

Ωαβ =
2 Im [cγβα − cγαβ ] which can be rewritten as

∇γΩαβ =
∂Ωαβ

∂kγ
+ Γ̃αγβ − Γ̃βγα =

∂Ωαβ

∂kγ
− Γ̃δ

αγΩδβ − Γ̃δ
βγΩαδ = 0, (S10)

where we have defined ΩγδΓ̃
δ
αβ = Γ̃αβγ = 2 Im cαβγ , and ∇γ is a covariant derivative. Geometrically, Eq. (S10) shows

that Γ̃αβγ defines a connection (a prescription for parallel transport) on the Brillouin zone that preserves the Berry
curvature two-form, i.e., a symplectic connection [18]. Unlike the Levi-Civita connection that preserves the metric
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tensor, a symplectic connection is not uniquely determined by the 2-form. As was shown in Ref. [18], any symplectic
connection can be represented in the form Γ̃αβγ = 1

3 (∂βΩγα + ∂αΩγβ) + tαβγ , where tαβγ can be any fully symmetric

rank-3 tensor. In our case, Γ̃αβγ and tαβγ are fixed by the band structure such that this relation takes form

Im cαβγ = −
1

6
(∂αΩβγ + ∂βΩαγ) + Tαβγ . (S11)

Since tensor Tαβγ is not expressed solely through the Berry curvature and quantum metric, it is a new gauge-
invariant geometric object that also describes physical properties of Bloch states. As we show below in Section II, it
determines the gauge-invariant part of the third cumulant of the position operator, analogous to how the quantum
metric gαβ determines the gauge-invariant part of the second cumulant [23, 24, 29, 30].

I.B Interband contribution

The most involved part of the calculation is the evaluation of the matrix elements FV C
αβ (k,q) and FV V

αβ (k,q). In

this subsection, we focus on FV C
αβ (k,q) (interband contribution). Choosing vector q to be along the x-axis, q = qx̂,

one can expand it into the Taylor series:

FV C
αβ (k,q) =

e2

~2

[

fV C
0αβ(k) + fV C

1αβ(k)q + fV C
2αβ(k)q

2 + . . .
]

. (S12)

The calculation of fV C
iαβ (k) is tedious but straightforward, and we find:

fV C
0αβ(k) = (εC − εV )

2cαβ ,

fV C
1αβ(k) =

[

(εC − εV )
2

2
cαβ

]′

+
(εC − εV )

2
~ [(vCα + vV α)cxβ + (vCβ + vV β)cαx] ,

fV C
2αβ(k) =

[

(εC − εV )
2

8
cαβ

]′′

+
(εC − εV )

2

4
{cxαcxβ + cαxcβx − 2cxxcαβ}+

+
εC − εV

4
~

{

[(vCα + vV α)cxβ + (vCβ + vV β)cαx]
′ −

vCα − vV α

2
cxxβ −

vCβ − vV β

2
c̄xxα

}

+

+
~
2

4
{(vCα + vV α)(vCβ + vV β)cxx + (vCx − vV x)(vCα + vV α)cxβ + (vCx − vV x)(vCβ + vV β)cαx} , (S13)

where we suppressed argument k on the right hand side of all the equalities for brevity, and tensors cαβ and cαβγ are
defined in Eqs. (S5)-(S6). Symbol “ ′ ” implies the derivative with the respect to kx, i.e., f

′(k) ≡ ∂f(k)/∂kx, and we
have defined the band velocities vV (C)α ≡ ∂kα

εV (C)/~. When deriving the above expressions, we found it useful to
exploit the relation

〈

un(k)

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂Ĥ0(k)

∂kα

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

um(k)

〉

= δnm~vnα(k) + [εm(k)− εn(k)]

〈

un(k)

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂um(k)

∂kα

〉

, 〈un(k)|um(k)〉 = δnm, (S14)

where n and m label bands.
Since we are interested in the Hall conductivity, we only need the antisymmetric parts of functions fV C

iαβ (k). After

antisymmetrization, we find for functions f̃V C
iαβ ≡ fV C

iαβ − fV C
iβα :

f̃V C
0αβ(k) = −i(εC − εV )

2Ωαβ , (S15)

f̃V C
1αβ(k) = −

i

2

[

(εC − εV )
2Ωαβ

]′

+
i

2
~(εC − εV ) [(vCβ + vV β)Ωxα − (vCα + vV α)Ωxβ] ,

f̃V C
2αβ(k) = −

i

16

[

(εC − εV )
2Ωαβ

]′′

+
i

4
~ [(εC − εV )(vCβ + vV β)Ωxα]

′
+
i

4
(εC − εV )

2gxxΩαβ+

+
i

4
~(εC − εV )(vCα − vV α)

(

1

3
Ω′

xβ − Txxβ

)

− (α↔ β).



9

Expanding Eq. (S3) in small ω and q up to the order O(ωq2, ω2q, ω3), we find for the antisymmetrized interband
contribution to the current-current correlation function, K̃ inter

αβ (iω, q) ≡ [K inter
αβ (iω, q)−K inter

βα (iω, q)]/2:

K̃ inter
xy (iω, q) ≈ −

e2

~2

1

S

∑

k∈occ.

i

2
q [(εC − εV )Ωxy]

′
− ~ωΩxy +

~ωq2

2

{

gxxΩxy −
Ω′′

xy

4
+

+
~

εC − εV

[

(vCxΩxy)
′ −

vCx − vV x

3
Ω′

xy −
vCx − vV x

2
Txxy +

vCy − vV y

2
Txxx

]

− ~
2 vCx(vCx + vV x)

(εC − εV )2
Ωxy

}

−

− i~2ω2q

{

1

2

(

Ωxy

εC − εV

)′

− ~
vCx + vV x

(εC − εV )2
Ωxy

}

+ ~
3ω3 Ωxy

(εC − εV )2
. (S16)

We note that that we have neglected the q3 contribution here. The interband contribution to the Hall conductivity
is determined as σinter

AH (iωn,q) ≡ [σinter
xy (iωn,q) − σinter

yx (iωn,q)]/2 = −K̃ inter
xy (iωn,q)/ωn, which after the analytical

continuation iω → ω + iδ becomes (δ is an infinitesimal positive number which physically corresponds to the single-
particle scattering rate)

σinter
AH (ω, q) ≈ −

e2

~

1

S

∑

k∈occ.

Ωxy +
q

2~ω
[(εC − εV )Ωxy]

′ −
q2

2

{

gxxΩxy −
Ω′′

xy

4
+

+
~

εC − εV

[

(vCxΩxy)
′ −

vCx − vV x

3
Ω′

xy −
vCx − vV x

2
Txxy +

vCy − vV y

2
Txxx

]

− ~
2 vCx(vCx + vV x)

(εC − εV )2
Ωxy

}

+

+ ~ωq

{

1

2

(

Ωxy

εC − εV

)′

− ~
vCx + vV x

(εC − εV )2
Ωxy

}

+ ~
2ω2 Ωxy

(εC − εV )2
. (S17)

The first term in this expression, Ωxy, is the conventional (uniform) intrinsic contribution to the Hall conductivity.
The second term is proportional to q/ω and, in principle, can be larger than the q2 contribution, which is the main
focus of this work. However, this term vanishes in the insulating state after summation over k (since it is proportional
to a full derivative). Also, as we show below, this term exactly cancels the corresponding q/ω term from the intraband
contribution in the static limit, ω ≪ vF q, where vF is some typical Fermi velocity at the Fermi level. In the optical
limit, ω ≫ vF q, this term must be taken into account in the metallic regime.
The third term is proportional to q2 and in the insulating regime (when all full derivatives can be discarded) exactly

reproduces Eq. (2) of the main text. Finally, the terms proportional to ωq and ω2 can be neglected in the static limit
or when the bandgap, εC−εV , is much larger than the bandwidth. Otherwise, these terms must be taken into account
as well.

I.C Intraband contribution

The calculation of the intraband contribution is similar but much more lengthy. Since there is no bandgap εC − εV
in the denominator of the intraband term in Eq. (S3), we need to expand FV V

αβ (k,q) up to the fourth order in q.
Assuming again that q is along the x-axis, one can write

FV V
αβ (k,q) =

e2

~2

[

fV V
0αβ(k) + fV V

1αβ(k)q + fV V
2αβ(k)q

2 + fV V
3αβ(k)q

3 + fV V
4αβ(k)q

4 + . . .
]

. (S18)

As we are interested in the antisymmetric part only, we directly calculate f̃V V
iαβ (k) ≡ fV V

iαβ (k)− fV V
iβα (k). After lengthy

calculation, we find

f̃V V
0αβ(k) = 0, f̃V V

1αβ(k) = i~[εC(k) − εV (k)][vV α(k)Ωxβ(k) − vV β(k)Ωxα(k)], f̃V V
2αβ(k) =

1

2

[

f̃V V
1αβ(k)

]′

,

f̃V V
3αβ(k) =

i

8
~ [(εC − εV )ΩxβvV α]

′′
−
i

4
~(εC − εV )(vV α + vCα)gxxΩxβ −

i

8
(εC − εV )

2Ωxα

(

∂gxx
∂kβ

− 2g′xβ

)

−

−
i

4
~
2vV αvCβTxxx +

i(εC − εV )vV α

4
~

[

−gxxΩxβ +
1

12
Ω′′

xβ −
T ′

xxβ

2
+

1

6

∂Txxx
∂kβ

]

− (α ↔ β),

f̃V V
4αβ(k) =

1

2

[

f̃V V
3αβ(k)

]′

−
1

24

[

f̃V V
1αβ(k)

](3)

. (S19)
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Unlike the interband contribution which could be expanded in small ω and q simultaneously, the intraband term
is very sensitive to the order of limits, i.e., whether the system is in the optical or static limit. In the optical limit,
ω ≫ vF q, we find to the leading order for K̃ intra

xy (ω, q) ≡ [K intra
xy (ω, q)−K intra

yx (ω, q)]/2

K̃ intra
xy (ω ≫ vF q) = −

e2

~2

q2

~ω

1

S

∑

k∈occ.

f̃V V
2xy (k) =

e2

~2

q2

2iω

1

S

∑

k∈occ.

[(εC − εV )vV xΩxy]
′
, (S20)

which contributes to the Hall conductivity term

σintra
Hall (ω ≫ vF q) = −

e2

~2

q2

2ω2

1

S

∑

k∈occ.

[(εC − εV )vV xΩxy]
′
. (S21)

This term is of the order q2/ω2 and hence can be neglected compared to the O(q/ω) interband contribution (though
it still can be larger than the O(q2) interband contribution).
In the static limit, ω ≪ vF q, the intraband contribution equals (to the linear order in ω and quadratic order in q)

K̃ intra
xy (ω ≪ vF q) ≈ iωσintra(q) +

i

2

e2

~2
q
1

S

∑

k∈occ.

[(εC − εV )Ωxy]
′ , (S22)

with

σintra(q) ≈ σ
(0)
intra + q2σ

(2)
intra,

σ
(0)
intra = −

i

2

e2

~3

1

S

∑

k∈occ.

(

f̃V V
1xy

(vV x − iδ)2

)′

, σ
(2)
intra = −

i

2

e2

~3

1

S

∑

k∈occ.

(

f̃V V
3xy

(vV x − iδ)2

)′

−
1

24

(

f̃V V ′

1xy

(vV x − iδ)2

)′′

−

−
5

24

(

f̃V V ′′

1xy

(vV x − iδ)2

)′

+
1

4

[

1

vV x − iδ

(

f̃V V
1xy

vV x − iδ

)′′]′

−
1

12

[

1

vV x − iδ

(

f̃V V
1xy

vV x − iδ

)′]′′

, (S23)

and δ originates from the finite scattering rate. We take δ → +0 since we consider clean non-interacting systems; it
is used to regularize integrals over k.
For the intraband contribution to the Hall conductivity, σintra

AH (ω, q) ≡ [σintra
xy (ω, q)− σintra

yx (ω, q)]/2, we then find in
the static limit

σintra
AH (ω ≪ vF q) ≈ σintra(q) +

e2

2~2
q

ω

1

S

∑

k∈occ.

[(εC − εV )Ωxy]
′
. (S24)

The second term exactly cancels the corresponding q/ω term from the interband contribution. As expected, the
intraband contribution to the Hall conductivity vanishes when the band is fully filled. Formally, it follows from the
fact that the intraband term can be written as a full derivative, hence, it is determined by the vicinity of the Fermi
surface.

II. SEMICLASSICAL APPROACH

II.A Semiclassical equations of motion

Now we compare our results obtained from the Kubo formula with the predictions of the semiclassical approach.
To do that, we first derive the gradient expansion for the semiclassical equations of motion for an electron in a crystal
in the presence of a slowly varying electrical field E(r) up to the order ∂2rE(r). In our derivation, we closely follow the
procedure described in detail by Lapa and Hughes in Ref. 16, making exactly the same assumptions. In particular,
we focus on a single band only and neglect the possible contributions of the terms coming from the boundary of the
Brillouin zone.
We start with the Hamiltonian for a non-interacting particle in the periodic crystalline field Ĥ0 in the presence of

an external slowly varying electric field E(r) = −∇ϕ(r), which near r = 0 can be expanded into the Taylor series:
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Ĥ = Ĥ0 − eϕ(r̂), ϕ(r) = −Eµrµ −
1

2
Eµνrµrν −

1

6
Eµνξrµrνrξ − . . . (S25)

Tensors Eµ, Eµν , and Eµνξ are fully symmetric and do not depend on r. Hamiltonian Ĥ0 is the first-quantized
version of Ĥ0(k) used in the Kubo formula, rewritten in the coordinate space. The eigenstates of Ĥ0 are labeled by
quasimomentum ~k and given by |ψk〉:

Ĥ0|ψk〉 = εk|ψk〉, |ψk〉 = eik·r̂|uk〉, 〈ψk|ψk′〉 = δ(k− k′), 〈uk|uk〉 = 1, (S26)

where uk(r) = 〈r|uk〉 has the periodicity of the crystal in the coordinate space. All the inner products involving |uk〉
or its derivatives imply the real-space integration over the unit cell multiplied by (2π)2/Sc, where Sc is the volume
(area) of the unit cell.
The following matrix elements are useful for the further derivation:

〈ψk|r̂µ|ψk′〉 = i
∂

∂kµ
δ(k− k′) +Aµ(k)δ(k − k′),

〈ψk|r̂µr̂ν |ψk′〉 =
∂2

∂kµ∂k′ν
δ(k− k′) + iAµ(k)

∂

∂kν
δ(k− k′) + iAν(k)

∂

∂kµ
δ(k − k′)− δ(k− k′)

〈

uk

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂2uk
∂kµ∂kν

〉

,

〈ψk|r̂µr̂ν r̂ξ|ψk′〉 = −i
∂3

∂kµ∂kν∂kξ
δ(k− k′)−Aµ(k)

∂2δ(k− k′)

∂kν∂kξ
−Aν(k)

∂2δ(k− k′)

∂kµ∂kξ
−Aξ(k)

∂2δ(k− k′)

∂kν∂kµ
−

− i

〈

uk

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂2uk
∂kµ∂kν

〉

∂δ(k− k′)

∂kξ
− i

〈

uk

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂2uk
∂kµ∂kξ

〉

∂δ(k− k′)

∂kν
− i

〈

uk

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂2uk
∂kξ∂kν

〉

∂δ(k− k′)

∂kµ
−

− iδ(k− k′)

〈

uk

∣

∣

∣

∣

∂3uk
∂kµ∂kν∂kξ

〉

. (S27)

Now we study the dynamics of a wave packet |Ψ(t)〉 parameterized by a(k, t):

|Ψ(t)〉 =

∫

dk′a(k′, t)|ψk′〉. (S28)

We emphasize again that the wave packet |Ψ(t)〉 is assumed to be constructed from the states within a single band.
The function a(k, t) satisfies the normalization condition

∫

dk |a(k, t)|2 = 1 and obeys the usual Schrödinger equation:

i~
∂a(k, t)

∂t
= εka(k, t)− e

∫

dk′〈ψk|ϕ(r̂)|ψk′〉a(k′, t). (S29)

Next, we derive the equations of motion for the semiclassical coordinate Rµ(t) and momentum Kµ(t) defined as

Rµ(t) ≡ 〈Ψ(t)|r̂µ|Ψ(t)〉, Kµ(t) ≡ 〈Ψ(t)|k̂µ|Ψ(t)〉, (S30)

where we have introduced the quasimomentum operator ~k̂µ as k̂µ|ψk〉 = kµ|ψk〉. Rewriting function a(k, t) as
a(k, t) = |a(k, t)|e−iγ(k,t), we easily find

Rµ(t) =

∫

dk R̃µ(k, t)|a(k, t)|
2, Kµ(t) =

∫

dk kµ|a(k, t)|
2, (S31)

where we have also defined

R̃µ(k, t) ≡
i

2

[

1

a(k, t)
·
∂a(k, t)

∂kµ
−

1

a∗(k, t)
·
∂a∗(k, t)

∂kµ

]

+Aµ(k) =
∂γ(k, t)

∂kα
+Aµ(k). (S32)

The equations of motion then read as

K̇µ(t) = −
ie

~

∫

dkdk′kµ {a(k, t)a
∗(k′, t)〈ψk′ |ϕ(r̂)|ψk〉 − a∗(k, t)a(k′, t)〈ψk|ϕ(r̂)|ψk′〉} ,

Ṙµ(t) =
1

~

∫

dk
∂εk
∂kµ

|a(k, t)|2 +
e

~

∫

dkdk′

{

∂a(k, t)

∂kµ
a∗(k′, t)〈ψk′ |ϕ(r̂)|ψk〉+

∂a∗(k, t)

∂kµ
a(k′, t)〈ψk|ϕ(r̂)|ψk′〉

}

−

−
ie

~

∫

dkdk′Aµ(k) {a(k, t)a
∗(k′, t)〈ψk′ |ϕ(r̂)|ψk〉 − a∗(k, t)a(k′, t)〈ψk|ϕ(r̂)|ψk′〉} . (S33)
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Next, we expand ϕ(r) in powers of r and evaluate the above equations order by order in gradients. We write the
answer in the form

Ṙα(t) = Ṙ(0)
α (t) + EµṘ(1)

αµ(t) +
1

2
EµνṘ(2)

αµν(t) +
1

6
EµνξṘ

(3)
αµνξ(t) + . . .

K̇α(t) = EµK̇(1)
αµ (t) +

1

2
EµνK̇(2)

αµν(t) +
1

6
EµνξK̇

(3)
αµνξ(t) + . . . (S34)

After straightforward calculation, we find

K̇(1)
αµ (t) = −

e

~
δαµ, K̇(2)

αµν(t) = −
e

~
[Rµ(t)δαν +Rν(t)δαµ] ,

K̇
(3)
αµνξ(t) = −

e

~
{δαξ〈Ψ(t)|r̂µ r̂ν |Ψ(t)〉+ δαµ〈Ψ(t)|r̂ξ r̂ν |Ψ(t)〉+ δαν〈Ψ(t)|r̂µ r̂ξ|Ψ(t)〉} , (S35)

where Rµ(t) is given by Eqs. (S31)-(S32), and

〈Ψ(t)|r̂µ r̂ν |Ψ(t)〉 =

∫

dk
[

R̃µ(k, t)R̃ν(k, t) + gµν(k)
]

|a(k, t)|2 +
1

4|a(k, t)|2
∂|a(k, t)|2

∂kµ

∂|a(k, t)|2

∂kν
. (S36)

The calculation for Ṙα(t) is also straightforward, but much more tedious. After some work, we find

Ṙ(0)
α (t) =

1

~

∫

dk
∂εk
∂kα

|a(k, t)|2, Ṙ(1)
αµ(t) = −

e

~

∫

dkΩµα(k)|a(k, t)|
2,

Ṙ(2)
αµν(t) = −

e

~

∫

dk

{

R̃ν(k, t)Ωµα(k) + R̃µ(k, t)Ωνα(k) −
∂gµν(k)

∂kα

}

|a(k, t)|2,

Ṙ
(3)
αµνξ(t) = −

e

~

∫

dk

{

R̃νR̃µΩξα + R̃νR̃ξΩµα + R̃ξR̃µΩνα − R̃ξ

∂gµν
∂kα

− R̃µ

∂gξν
∂kα

− R̃ν

∂gµξ
∂kα

+ Tαµνξ

}

|a|2+

+
1

4|a|2

{

∂|a|2

∂kµ

∂|a|2

∂kν
Ωξα +

∂|a|2

∂kµ

∂|a|2

∂kξ
Ωνα +

∂|a|2

∂kν

∂|a|2

∂kξ
Ωµα

}

, (S37)

and we have suppressed the indices k and t in the expression for Ṙ
(3)
αµνξ(t) for brevity. Tensor Tαµνξ is defined as

Tαµνξ = −
∂Tµνξ
∂kα

+ gνµΩξα + gνξΩµα + gξµΩνα −
1

3

(

∂2Ωξα

∂kν∂kµ
+
∂2Ωµα

∂kν∂kξ
+

∂2Ωνα

∂kξ∂kµ

)

, (S38)

and tensor Tµνξ is defined by Eqs. (S4)-(S7).
The above equations of motion are exact in a sense that they describe the evolution of the correlation functions

for any shape of the wave packet a(k, t) (under the assumption that the wave packet is entirely composed of the
states within the same band). They allow for the simplest physical interpretation in the limit when the wave packet
is sharply peaked in momentum space, i.e., represents a particle with a well-defined momentum and is given by
|a(k, t)|2 ≈ δ(k − K). The electrical current in this case is simply given by the sum over all occupied states jα =
−(e/S)

∑

K∈occ Ṙα(K)fK, where fK is the Fermi-Dirac distribution function, and we exactly reproduce Eq. (11) of

the main text. In particular, terms that explicitly contain R ≈ R̃(K) represent the Taylor expansion for Eµ(R) and
∂Eµ(R)/∂Rν near R = 0.
We see that the semiclassical approach works best in the insulating regime in the case when energy bands are

well-separated. Indeed, in this case, the q2 component of the Hall conductivity is primarily determined by the term
gxxΩxy, see Eq. (2), which is correctly captured by the semiclassical expressions (11) or (S37). This is not surprising
since traditionally semiclassics is designed for a single-band description, hence, not suitable for capturing the terms
that explicitly contain the energy gap εC − εV . As was demonstrated in Refs. [17, 27], the terms with the inverse
powers of the band gap, like those in Eq. (2) apart from gxxΩxy, can in principle be captured by semiclassics as the
perturbative corrections. We do not perform such analysis in the present work, however.
The agreement of the semiclassical approach with the Kubo formula is much less accurate in the metallic regime.

While semiclassics captures certain terms which have the form of full derivatives and thus are absent in the insulating
case, it generally poorly reproduces the Kubo formula result. The main reason for that is the presence of a non-zero
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intraband contribution. As is clear from Eqs. (S19)-(S24), the intraband contribution in the static limit contains
terms proportional to the bandgap εC − εV or even (εC − εV )

2, which clearly could not be captured by semiclassics.
Finally, the semiclassical equations of motion in the non-uniform electric field suffer from the terms originating

from the Heisenberg uncertainty principle, (∂kµ
|a|)(∂kν

|a|) and (∂kµ
|a|)(∂kν

|a|)Ωξα. These terms vanish when dealing
with the localized Wannier functions, but become divergent in the case of the wave packets narrow in momentum
space, which correspond to the particles with well-defined momenta. While these terms have clear physical meaning
when considering the time evolution of the correlation functions, it is not clear how to relate them to the physical
observables, such as electrical current. We see, however, that once these wave-packet dependent terms are discarded,
the semiclassical equations well agree with the microscopic Kubo formulation in the limit where semiclassics is expected
to work, i.e., in the insulating regime with the large bandgap.

II.B Intuitive interpretation of the semiclassical result

Now we demonstrate that the semiclassical equations of motion can be obtained from a physically transparent
argument. First, we notice that the equation for K̇ represents the Newton’s second law and can be rewritten as

K̇α = −
e

~
〈Ψ(t)|E(r̂)|Ψ(t)〉. (S39)

Second, to derive the equation for Ṙ, we introduce the effecitve total energy of the wave packet as [16]

εeff = 〈Ψ(t)|Ĥ0 − eϕ(r̂)|Ψ(t)〉 = 〈Ψ(t)|Ĥ0|Ψ(t)〉+ e〈Ψ(t)|Eµr̂µ +
1

2
Eµν r̂µr̂ν +

1

6
Eµνξ r̂µr̂ν r̂ξ + . . . |Ψ(t)〉. (S40)

To evaluate this expression up to the second order in the electric field gradients, we use matrix elements given by
Eqs. (S30)-(S31) and (S36) as well as the expression for the third moment

〈Ψ(t)|r̂µr̂ν r̂ξ|Ψ(t)〉 =

∫

dk

{

R̃µR̃νR̃ξ + R̃µgνξ + R̃νgξµ + R̃ξgµν −
1

3

(

∂2R̃µ

∂kν∂kξ
+

∂2R̃ν

∂kξ∂kµ
+

∂2R̃ξ

∂kµ∂kν

)

+ Tµνξ

}

|a|2+

+
1

4|a|2
∂|a|2

∂kµ

∂|a|2

∂kν
R̃ξ +

1

4|a|2
∂|a|2

∂kν

∂|a|2

∂kξ
R̃µ +

1

4|a|2
∂|a|2

∂kξ

∂|a|2

∂kµ
R̃ν , (S41)

where we suppressed index k for brevity and R̃ is given by Eq. (S32).
Focusing again on the wave packets describing particles with the well-defined momenta, |a(k)|2 ≈ δ(k−K), we find

εeff (R,K) = εK + eEµRµ +
e

2
Eµν

(

RµRν + gµν(K) +

∫

dk
∂|a(k)|

∂kµ
·
∂|a(k)|

∂kν

)

+

+
e

6
Eµνξ

[

RµRνRξ +Rµgνξ(K) +Rνgµξ(K) +Rξgνµ(K)−
1

3

(

∂2Rµ

∂Kν∂Kξ

+
∂2Rν

∂Kξ∂Kµ

+
∂2Rξ

∂Kµ∂Kν

)

+ Tµνξ(K)+

∫

dk

(

∂|a(k)|

∂kµ
·
∂|a(k)|

∂kν
R̃ξ(k) +

∂|a(k)|

∂kν
·
∂|a(k)|

∂kξ
R̃µ(k) +

∂|a(k)|

∂kξ
·
∂|a(k)|

∂kµ
R̃ν(k)

)]

, (S42)

where we have used 〈Ψ(t)|Ĥ0|Ψ(t)〉 =
∫

dk εk |a(k)|
2 ≈ εK and R = 〈Ψ(t)|r̂|Ψ(t)〉 ≈ R̃(K). Terms with EµRµ,

EµνRµRν , and EµνξRµRνRξ simply sum up into −ϕ(R). Treating then R and K as independent variables, we
reproduce the Newton’s second law as

∂εeff (R,K)

∂Rα

≈ eEα(R) +
e

2
Eαµν

(

gµν(K) +

∫

dk
∂|a(k)|

∂kµ
·
∂|a(k)|

∂kν

)

= −~K̇α, (S43)

where in order to obtain the last term we used the equality

∂

∂Rα

∫

dk
∂|a(k)|

∂kµ
·
∂|a(k)|

∂kν
R̃ξ(k) ≈ δαξ

∫

dk
∂|a(k)|

∂kµ
·
∂|a(k)|

∂kν
. (S44)

Analogously, we find
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∂εeff
∂Kα

≈
∂εK
∂Kα

+
e

2

∂Eµ(R)

∂Rν
·
∂gµν(K)

∂Kα

+
e

6
Eµνξ ∂Tµνξ(K)

∂Kα

, (S45)

leading to

∂εeff (R,K)

∂Kα

− ~ΩαξK̇ξ ≈
∂εK
∂Kα

+
e

2

∂Eµ(R)

∂Rν
·
∂gµν(K)

∂Kα

+
e

6
Eµνξ ∂Tµνξ(K)

∂Kα

+

+Ωαξ(K)

[

eEξ(R) +
e

2
Eξµν

(

gµν(K) +

∫

dk
∂|a(k)|

∂kµ
·
∂|a(k)|

∂kν

)]

=

= ~Ṙα +
e

2
Eµνξ

{

1

3

∂2Ωαξ(K)

∂Kµ∂Kν

+

∫

dk
∂|a(k)|

∂kµ
·
∂|a(k)|

∂kν
[Ωαξ(K)− Ωαξ(k)]

}

. (S46)

It is straightforward to show that the expression in the brackets of the last line equals to a certain wavepacket-
dependent combination of the second derivatives of the Berry curvature and, generally, is non-zero. In fact, the first
term can be entirely absorbed by the second one after the proper redefinition of |a(k)|. This implies that this term
vanishes upon integration over the entire Brillouin zone. At the same time, we recall that semiclassics is expected to
agree with the exact answer only in the case when the band is fully filled, provided the wavepacket-dependent terms
are neglected. With this notion in mind, the above equation can be somewhat loosely rewritten as

~Ṙα ≃
∂εeff (R,K)

∂Kα

− ~ΩαξK̇ξ. (S47)

We see that the quasiclassical equations of motion have exactly same form as in the uniform electric field, provided
the effective quasiparticle energy is properly defined.
Finally, assuming again that the wavepacket is narrowly peaked in momentum space, |a(k)|2 ≈ δ(k −K), we find

for the third cumulant

〈Ψ(t)|δr̂µδr̂νδr̂ξ|Ψ(t)〉 ≈ Tµνξ(K)−
1

3

(

∂2R̃ξ(K)

∂Kµ∂Kν

+
∂2R̃µ(K)

∂Kξ∂Kν

+
∂2R̃ν(K)

∂Kµ∂Kξ

)

+ (S48)

+

∫

dk

[

∂|a(k)|

∂kµ
·
∂|a(k)|

∂kν
(R̃ξ −Rξ) +

∂|a(k)|

∂kξ
·
∂|a(k)|

∂kν
(R̃µ −Rµ) +

∂|a(k)|

∂kµ
·
∂|a(k)|

∂kξ
(R̃ν −Rν)

]

,

where δr̂µ ≡ r̂µ − Rµ = r̂µ − 〈r̂µ〉. While the cumulant generally depends on the second derivatives of R̃, its

gauge-invariant part (independent of R̃) is exactly given by Tµνξ(K).


